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Greetings from Clive and Marilyn!
A message from Regional Minister the Revd Dr Clive Burnard

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

It is good to be home in 

Yorkshire and I am excited to 

take up this new role in serving 

you all for Jesus.

My fellow Regional Ministers, 

Graham and Mary, and the 

whole YBA Team (and the four 

churches, which I have already 

had the joy of visiting), have 

given Marilyn and I such a warm 

welcome.

We are settling well into our new 

home in north Sheffield. Please 

pray for ‘Bill’, the lovely self-

employed plumber, who came to 

give us an estimate for work in 

the manse. We had a long 

conversation about faith over a cup of tea and prayed with him. We will see 

what the future holds, but I’m reminded of the fascination folks have with Jesus 

and of those who are happy to share their faith.

We all have plenty of real challenges ahead - but equally, we all have so many 

wonderful and exciting opportunities in today’s world. God Himself promises to 
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be with us, enabling us in this great adventure.

My first visit was with folks from churches who had gathered for a learning 

communities event at Hillsborough Baptist 

Church (great venue, warm hospitality). Kez 

Robinson, our Mission Enabler, hosted the day 

and the inspiring Neil Hudson, of LICC (London 

Institute of Contemporary Christianity) 

empowered and encouraged us in ‘Whole Life 

Discipleship’; a fruitful strategy for equipping us all across Yorkshire in mission.

Neil set before us an achievable vision to live out and share our faith simply 

and effectively on our ‘Frontlines’, by growing as disciples of Christ. If you are 

interested in finding out more please contact Kez. 

The following day I enjoyed two harvest services with great teaching. It has 

certainly been a breathlessly wonderful start, since October 1st.

I do hope that many of you will be able to come to my induction service this 

Saturday (October 20th) at 2.30pm at The Well Church, Sheffield, in my new 

‘patch’ which covers South Yorkshire and Huddersfield.

It will be a special occasion for us all and particularly for Marilyn and I, in a 

church which has seen exceptional growth since being planted in 2015. Our 

Heavenly Father loves all of His churches, whatever the size.

As well as serving Huddersfield and South Yorkshire churches, my role in the 

YBA includes serving all member churches in encouraging, enabling and 

inspiring them in mission, and also to serve our larger YBA congregations, 

wherever they are in the region. I have served Jesus elsewhere in the world, 

and it is great to be back in ‘God’s own county’! 

I look forward to meeting you in the coming days and weeks. Please let Debbie 

and Joolz, in the YBA office, know if you intend to come to my induction - where 

I at least hope to shake hands and say hello.

God bless you. Warmest regards with Grace and Peace, 

                                        Clive and Marilyn.

Resourcing our churches

Come to lunch! 
CALLING all employed children's, youth and family 

workers, ministers and specialists employed within 

Baptist churches in the YBA region! 

The YBA regional team is inviting you to an informal 



lunch meeting in Elland, near Halifax, on Friday 23rd 

November.  If you would like to know more, then 

please contact Jodie Thorpe, our rep on the National 

Baptist CYF* Round Table, on 

jodiethorpe@hotmail.com

* Children, Young People and Families

Training for treasurers
YBA Finance Officer Adrian Howe has shared news 

of some training for church treasurers. On 

Wednesday 28th November, ACAT, the Association 

of Church Accountants and Treasurers, is hosting a 

workshop in Leeds, designed to assist those who are still wrestling with the 

implications of the GDPR regulations in their church setting. The venue 

is Leeds Church Institute, 20 New Market Street, Leeds SL1 6DG, and the 

training runs from 9.30am to 12.45pm. Full details.

And for Trustees . . . 
STEVE Wing, BUGB's operations manager, has shared details of a Charitable 

Incorporated Organisation (CIO) Training Day, which will be of interest to 

charity trustees who are considering options for the legal structure of their 

church and those considering CIO as an option for a community project like a 

pre-school or coffee shop. It takes place on Tuesday 20th November at Hill 

Cliffe Baptist Church, Warrington. Details.

Start spreading the news . . .
REGIONAL Minister Revd 

Graham Ensor has passed on 

some details from Drystone 

Radio, a community radio station 

broadcasting to South Craven and the surrounding districts including Skipton, 

Keighley, Silsden, Cononley, Gargrave, Cowling, Cross Hills, Sutton and 

Steeton. It broadcasts on 103.5FM and online, and is also a registered charity.

Jim Rose, who presents a Sunday morning programme between 8am and 

9.45am featuring a mix of contemporary Christian music, wants to include 

notices and activities from various churches within the area. Contact him by 

email on jim.rose@drystoneradio.com

News from around the churches



Double celebrations in Huddersfield
LONGLEY and Lowerhouses Community Church, Huddersfield, are combining 

their Harvest Celebration with a celebration for the church's 80th birthday this 

Saturday, 20th October, at 4pm. Friends with connections to the church are 

invited to join in.

Focus on mental health 
FRIENDS from Huddersfield Baptist churches and further afield are invited to a 

mental health awareness evening at Lockwood Baptist Church in 

Huddersfield (HD1 3TG), on Friday, 26th October, at 7.30pm. The event has 

been organised in response to Ruth Rice's visit to this year's YBA Assembly, 

where she spoke about the Renew Wellbeing cafés. Lockwood Baptist Church 

aims to open such a cafe following training by the Kirklees NHS Spirit in Mind 

team.

The President is coming!
STAYING in Huddersfield, friends at Oakes Baptist 

Church are looking forward to welcoming BUGB 

President Dave Gregory, on Sunday 17th February, 

2019 at 4.30pm.

The minister Revd Adrian Ward writes: "The informal 

event called 'Tea with the President' will be an 

opportunity to meet with Dave and hear about the 

theme of his presidency - Divine Windows: Glimpses 

of God in Life, the Universe ...and Everything."

Dave is also the editor of 'Messy Church Does Science'  and will be sharing 

some of his ideas.

New minister welcomed
LIZ Dall, secretary at Blenheim Baptist Church, Leeds, writes: "We 

were thrilled to welcome Paul Rockley as minister at Blenheim on 6th October. 

We had a wonderful service praising God and recognising His calling of Paul to 

Blenheim. We look forward to what God has planned for us in the future." 

Previously Paul served at South Parade Baptist Church in Headingley.

Baptism blessings
THE Revd Ken Jefferson and friends at Barnsley Baptist Church are giving 

thanks to God for two baptisms at the church this coming Sunday.



Blessing of the Rucksacks!

REVD Meghan Byerly writes: "On Sunday, 2 September, Dronfield Baptist Church 

held its second annual Blessing of the Rucksack Service for the community of 

Dronfield.

   "It is a service developed from the American tradition of blessing the ‘backpacks’ of 

students and adults in worship as a part of communal prayers and celebrations for 

the back-to-school season. The children and adults come forward for prayer and for 

their rucksacks, purses, nappy bags, and even suitcases to receive a tag such as the 

one pictured above.

   "The younger children receive a tag for them to colour in themselves that is later 

laminated and handed back to them.  The blessing concludes with a liturgy where the 

church (all ages and stages) together lifts up their hopes and fears for the upcoming 

year, covenanting to pray together and for one another."

   Meghan added there were many reasons the church was keen to hold this 

service but there were three worth a special mention. "First of all, there are children 

who typically only attend a Sunday service during Christmas and Holiday Club 

Sunday (where the Rucksack Service is promoted), and we have found them keen to 

remember and come back to worship with us specifically for the Rucksack Service.  

   "Secondly, there are university students who may struggle with finding a place in 

the church service during their summer holidays yet they were enthusiastically 

present to have their rucksacks blessed before going back to university.

   "Thirdly, and most importantly, it’s an opportunity for the church to bless its young 

disciples in matters that are important and normative for them, and to be blessed in 

return. We highly recommend this service, and welcome questions you may have."

   Anyone who would like to know more can contact Meghan on 

Meghan_Lindsey@alumni.baylor.edu



Every blessing,
Your YBA Team
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