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Dear All 
 
Not sure what temperatures you are having but here we are usually at 430C or 440 C  in the 
shade and already by 8 o’clock it is low 30s. This makes it quite draining and even more so for 
the Teda who have started their month of fasting.  Food supplies have improved however, as in 
order to fast well you need to eat well and its water melon season so you see huge platters cut 
up at 6pm in the evening ready to break the fast along with the specially prepared milky 
porridge.  The vine has sadly not given grapes but the figs are slowly ripening.  The garden has 
succumbed to the heat except for some tomatoes and herbs.  We will make a new shadier one 
next year. 
 
The hospital has been quiet since fasting began but now we are seeing a few more cases as 
people realise you can’t not be ill for a month.  We have had our new neighbour in hospital for 3 
weeks now with a fever which appeared to be Typhoid but has not really responded to drugs so 
we have had to change his treatment.  He has been extremely unwell in part due to the fact that 
he was ill at home for 2 weeks before accepting to come to the hospital and has been on 
oxygen and a drip since his arrival.  It seems unlikely that he can survive.  At present we also 
have a lady in with self inflicted petrol burns - she is doing well.  Mark also saved the life of a 
patient with a tension pneumothorax after an accident last week, so we are kept busy.  Pray for 
complete healing of our patients. 
 
We are now taking part in daily meetings of the staff and this is helping to build the Team, but 
one of the doctors refuses to come which is not easy.  The other staff are working hard but care 
is still of a very low standard.  Observations get done less than half the time, and treatments 
may get forgotten.  We have also reorganised the cleaning staff and are observing how this 
works with the idea of changing them if they do not manage to do the job as needed.  It will not 
be easy as they are all local people.  We have managed to make a drug order at Ndjamena with 
a sensible assessment of our needs so progress is being made slowly.  Pray for what will 
happen when we are in England as Andrea is still doing most of the sterilisation and some 
cleaning. 
 
Continue to pray for Abdel Kerim, the Medical Director, as he was recently asked to move to 
another town in the area.  With prayer and a meeting with the Governor by ourselves and Mark 
O, our team leader, we were able to avoid this happening.  For the moment his presence is 
essential to enable us to continue working here.  This has not made life easy for him again and 
we can only think it is in part due to the changes we have been making. 
 
Church continues to grow in number but as the Pastor, who runs the language centre here too, 
is away for 3 months they would value prayers for the lay people in charge at the moment. The 
Annual General Meeting went well. 
 
WhatsApp and Facebook remain out of action for the moment here and the political situation 
remains a little tense. 
 
Our Tedaga lessons have stopped for the moment but we still have plenty to study and can 
make visits too.  Our teacher has gone to Libya as there was no woman at home to cook the 
necessary food needed for the fasting month.  Pray for him as he is an unmarried man.  This is 
unusual here and he can sometimes seem to struggle with life. 
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Mark and Sheryl are back soon and will brought new team members with them Kurt and 
Hannah.  They all work in the language centre together with Ulrika to help develop the language 
programme, producing small books and enabling the Teda to read their language.  Kurt is also 
proving useful doing handy man jobs around the place. 
   
The laboratory technician who came up in February will come again in June and we hope he will 
enable the hospital to start doing bio chemical studies too.   
 
Pray for safe travel as we go to England.  We leave Bardai on the 13th of June and Ndjamena 
on the 15th.  Below is our schedule of visits in the summer and we would appreciate good health 
and energy as we come to visit these church partners in mission. 
 
Rebecca’s exams went well and she is now able to enjoy London life.  Ruth continues with her 
dissertation.   Pray for concentration and energy for her. 
 
With thanks for you prayers and support 
 
Mark and Andrea 
 
Programme of visits 
 
June 24th  Lancaster Baptist church morning service 
July 1st  Dovedale Liverpool morning service 
July 8th   Ikley Baptist morning and evening services 
July11th   Macclesfield All saints evening meeting 
July15th   Exeter South Street morning and Barnstable evening service 
July 21st  Penzance Methodist coffee morning 
July 29th  Wakefield Baptist morning service 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
NB: please feel free to use this in your fellowships but 

don’t reproduce it electronically or publish it on the net. 

 
Bardai Brief: June 2018 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 complete healing of the patients; 
 hospital working well whilst Mark & Andrea are in UK; 
 Abdel Karim, Medical Director; 
 church lay people whilst the Pastor is away; 
 tense political situation; 
 the language teacher; 
 Mark, Sheryl, Kurt and Hannah; 
 laboratory technician visits and advances in bio-chemical 
studies; 
 safe travel to UK and church visits; 

 

 


