
 

                              
Andy and Carol Brooke outside the Maternity unit.  

Wow! We never really knew what the rainy season 

would be like, but my goodness, we do know now. 

Actually we have been lucky – last year it rained for 

26 days straight out of 30 during November. That’s 

a lot of water. Still, our volunteer village was pretty 

well flooded for a couple of weeks. The wellies and 

raincoats we were advised to bring really came in 

handy.  

  
         Volunteer Village grounds under water.  

 

And I never thought I would ever say this, but it was 

quite cool at times, with the evening temperature 

plummeting to average 22°C. This called for turning 

the fans off at night and snuggling under a blanket in 

bed!  It also 

made 

showering in 

cold water a 

bit of a 

challenge 

too. But 

despite the 

inclement 

weather, we have had a number of visitors to the 

hospital and village – a 

total of 13 staying over 1 

– 2 weeks from the UK 

and US. This was our first 

experience of managing a 

large team.  It went very 

well, mainly because they 

were a great bunch of 

people. Most of the folk 

were medical - lactation 

specialists, surgeons, 

medical scientists, nurses, 

physiotherapists - doing training and helping out in 

the various departments. The husband of one of the 

medics also did a great job landscaping some of the 

sensory garden at the Maison de Benediction, our 

respite home for kids with disabilities.   

The Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) provides 

specialist care to sick babies and is one of the few 

units in Haiti that is able to provide excellent care 

for premature babies or babies born with 

complications – like the little tiny baby at 28 weeks 

I saw this week doing really well. The NICU was 

built to care for 13 babies and at the moment has 26 

babies and with only a handful of incubators. But 

the dedicated staff do a fantastic job caring for 

babies in whatever space and whatever container 

they can use. And if that is not enough, they have a 

special guest, a little baby girl who was abandoned 

after her young mother died soon after giving birth. 

It was even more tragic to learn later that the 

mother’s death could have been prevented if she had 

been able to afford regular prenatal checks. The 

head nurse calls the baby “Mal pou gras” which 

means “hard to get fat” 

as she was born 

premature and they 

couldn’t get her to put 

weight on no matter how 

much they fed her. But 

she is 2 months old now 

and doing well. I call her 

Anabelle – although the 

head nurse is not so keen 

on that name!  Anabelle 
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will remain in the NICU, being cared for by the 

hospital for a total of 90 days – just in case someone 

comes to claim her - before she is placed by the 

authorities with foster parents.  

 

Both Andrew and I have been really busy this past 

month. Natalie, the previous Volunteer coordinator 

who handed over to Andrew, went back to the States 

three weeks ago. Andrew is now flying solo. We 

give thanks for Natalie and her great skills in 

running the Village so well for the past year and for 

her great patience helping Andrew make the big 

transition. Who said you couldn’t teach an old dog 

new tricks? Carol has been busy with the usual     

meetings, skype 

calls, reporting and 

yet more meetings. 

She has had one or 

two successes as 

well with finding 

and ordering parts. 

Who would have 

envisaged the pure 

joy that was 

experienced when a 

generator part was 

finally ordered on 
       Carol, Natalie and Andrew 

Ebay from a seller in Australia. The transaction 

eventually went through after a week of struggling 

to find a credit card from either the US or UK that 

would work from Haiti and also finding a good and 

reliable delivery address. Just got to pray now that 

the part gets delivered here safely by DHL - and that 

it actually works!!  

As well as dabbling with 

spreadsheets and Google 

documents, Andrew is 

doing quite a lot more 

building supervision 

which he is really 

enjoying 

He has also been trying to 

ship 2 solar power 

inverters to the US for the 

last month. Simple tasks 

are never straight forward.   

Much patience is needed and a sense of humour 

comes in very handy too.  

 

One thing that we definitely were not expecting to 

do here is Haiti was to attend our first Thanksgiving 

Day celebration. We had been kindly invited by a 

young American couple to a gathering of Brits, 

Italians, Haitians, Israelis, Swiss, French, 

Dominicans, Canadians and Americans of course. 

We tucked into turkey, sweet potatoes and pumpkin 

pie. It was so lovey and quite surreal.  

 

So, it wont be long now until we start to pack up our 

bags ready for the long journey home. It will be 

good to be home - to see family friends and 

acquaintances once again. We probably will miss 

Haiti a little. But we will be back!  

We plan to celebrate this special Christmas as never 

before. We pray that you and your loved ones have a  

very Merry Christmas and wonderful peacefilled 

New Year.    

 
PRAYER REQUESTS 

1. Financial need of the hospital is great; they 

have a serious cash flow problem for 

November and December.  

2. A baby girl (2 months) and a 6 yr girl have 

been abandoned at the hospital. Please pray  

for their future.  

3. For wisdom, encouragement and confidence 

for Andrew who is now flying solo as the 

Volunteer Village Coordinator.   

4. Give thanks for the work that Natalie has done 

as Volunteer Coordinator over the past year. 

That God would guide her into a new exciting 

season.  

5. That we continue to make good Haitian and 

foreign friendships. 

6. Spiritual and emotional preparation as we plan 

to return home mid December 

7. Continued health, strength and progress with 

the creole language.  

 

 

Facebook @BrookesInHaiti  

Email carol.brooke@outlook.com                   

andybrooke56@gmail.com  

Skype :live:carol.brooke_2         

andrew.richard.brooke 


